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Clemso'D comes
 
under fi're for
 
its' $109 million
 
bndgeterror
 
Lawmakers want state universities
 
to post financial details on Web
 

By lim Smith 
CAPITAL BUREAU 
tcsmJth@greenvillenews.com 

COLUMBIA. - A $109 
million administrative er
ror by Clemson Universi
ty on budget documents 
bas some lawmakers 
scratching their heads. 

Sen. Lee Bright, a Spar
tanburg Republican, told 
colleagues on the Senate 
floor the error should lead 
lawmakers to "scream 
from the' mountain tops" 
for transparency in uni
versity spending. Minutes 
later, th.e Senate voted to 
requir-e universities to 
post financial statements 
on their websites. 

Clemson. spokeswom
an Cathy Sams told The 
GreemJilte News the 
school gave state budget 
officials last year a figure 
for total revenue for the 
currentyear thatwas $109 
million too low, leading 

lawmakers to believe that 
the school would bring in 
$169 million more in total 
revenue for the fiscal year 
starting in July. . 

The total funds includes 
federal aid, tuition, grants 
and fundraising. Clemson 
still is projected to collect 
$60 million more in total 
revenue, far ahead ofwhat 
other universities in the 
state say they expect. In 
fact, the state's two other 
research universities both 
project less in total fund- ' 
ing for next year. 

Sams said Clemson offi
cials had told budget offi
cials they ,believed the 
school would bring in 
$598 million in total reve
mie this fiscal year: That 
should be $707 nIillion; 
she said. Officials project 
next year's total will be 
$767 million. 
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'We did make an error," 
she said. 'We've notified 
the state budget office, and 
we've corrected the proc
ess that led to the error." 

Bright, who has talked 
on the floor about Clem
son's revenue, increase, 
said the mistake doesn't 
lessen his concerns. 

'That brings a lot of con
cerns that there is that 
large an administrative 
mistake on that dollar 
amount," he said. 'That 
their projections can be 
that much of£. that's con
cerning." 
Thefiguresareonbud~ 

et documents that have 
been posted on the legisla
ture's website and used by 
lawmakers in budget dis
cussions since January. 

Bright said even if the in
crease is $60 million in
stead of $169 million, he 
still believes legislators 
should examine all univer
sity revenue, not just state 
appropriations. 

"It's something that 
needs to be looked into,' 
he said. "It's a large in
crease when the rest of the 
budget is suffering." 

Sams said $49 million of 
the projected increase is in 
revenue, while $11 million 
is from the school's fund 
balance, money that is car
ried forward. 

She said the revenue in
crease is primarily due to 
growth in restricted funds: 
grants, contracts, gifts, 
scholarships and auxiliary 
funds, such as money col
lected by student housing. 

Sams said that revenue 
cannot be used to make up 
for cuts in state funding. 

'We cannot divert re
stricted funds that have 
been allocated or donated 
for a specific purpose to 
fund something else," she 
said. "State appropriations 
continue to be one of the 
most important sources of 
revenuefor ow' core educa
tional and service pro
grams." 

Clemson's appropria
tions will be cut $20 million 
in nextyear's budget Sams 
said the school has lost $75 
million in state funding be
tween June 2008 and July 
this year. . 

"Although we are work
ing hard to generate noo
state revenue and have 
been successftll in doing 
so that doesn't negate the 
i.fl{pact oflosing $75 milli.on 
in state funding," she SaId. 

The $60 million increase 
in projected revenue to 
$767 million stands in con
trast to the decrease of$3.4 
million in projected reve
nue for the University of 
South Carolina at Colum
bia and decrease of $7.7 
million for the Medical Uni
versity of South Carolina. 
the state's other two re
search universities. 

Only two other state-sup
ported univers.ities,. Coas
tal Carolina Umverslty and 
Winthrop University, show 
total revenue increases 
next year. Coastal projects 
to collect $8.1 million more, 
while Winthrop estimates 
it will collect S4.3 million 
more in total revenue, 
budget records show. 

USC's branches in Spar
tanburg,·Lancast.er an~ Al
lendale also project slight 
increases. 

The state's technical col
lege system is projected to 
bring in $20.5 million less. 

Clemson increased tui
tion by 4.5 percent for 
South Carolina residents 
this past year and 7.5 per
cent for out-of-state stu
dents, citing a loss of $45.7 
million in state and endow
ment funds. TIle tuition in
crease, 'which added $234 a 
semester for in-state stu
dents, was expected to off
set about a third of the lost 
funding. 

Clemson tuition has 
more than tripled over the 
past decade from $1,795 a 
semester for in-state stu
dents in 2000-01 to $5,539 
for the current 2009-10 
school year. Out-of state ~u
ition is currently $12,694. 

• Staff writer Anna Simon 
contributed to this report. 


