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Barker fields questions 
on ranking, diversity 
By Anna Simon 
CLEM SON BUREAU 
aslmon@greenvurenews.com 

CLEMSON - Student 
concerns ranged from a 
new e-portfolio require­
ment to an age-old parking 
clilenuna in a two-hour 
question-and-answer town 
hall meeting with Clem­
son University President 
James Barker on Wednes­
day. 

Bru'ker was challenged 
on his ranking of Clemson 
above all other schools on 
a U.S. News and World Re­
port survey as well as the 
pursuit of a Top-20 rank­
ing. He also was ques­
tioned on how the wllver­
sity is meeting the needs 
of students from diverse 
backgrounds. 

Barker stood by his eru'­
lier responses about the 
ranking survey, saying 
Clemson has the "finest 
l1l1dergraduate experi­
ence" in the U.S. and that 
he woulc!ll't trade the "holi­
stic experience" at Clem­
son with anyone. 

Barker said rankings 
are "an annual way of mea­
suring" Clemson's pursuit 

of qualitY, and the effort 
has brought smaller 
classes, higher graduation 
rates and other student 
benefits. 

Bru'ker called on staffers 
to offer specific advice to 
guide students who are in 
the .first group to be re­
quired to have e-portfolios 
to graduate. 

He told students that the 
university and the city of 
Clemson have applied for 
federal stimulus funding 
for a parking deck in order 
to try to fund the project 
without increasing pru'k­
ing fees. He said the uni­
versity also hopes to add 
more buses and that mass 
b'ansit reduces the num­
ber of cars on crunpus. 

Barker also said there 
are more. than 90 nations 
currently represented on 
campus and everyone can 
do a better job of taking ad­
vantage of that diversity .. 

He expressed concern 
over reports of negative 
comments aimed at gay 
students, saying ifs impor­
tant everyone feel wel­
come and inclusiveness is 
part of "Clemson's DNA" 
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