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letter to trustees, the gov-
ernor and other officials
last month complaining
about spending at its Res-
toration Institute in North
Charleston that includes
the Confederate submarine
H.L. Hunley, according to
court records. Copies of
the letter also were sent to
The Greenville News.

“Plaintiff’s continued
use and publication of doc-
uments at a time when the
court has been asked to
consider how the parties
should proceed with re-
spect to those documents
demonstrates a clear dis-
respect for the court and
its rules,” Clemson’s law-
yers — Joseph Rhodes Jr.,
Thomas Bright and Lewis
Smoak — argued in a mo-
tion. The school has asked
that the sanctions include
disqualification of Trout-
man’s lawyers from the
case, according to court
records.

Collins told Perry when
the issue first publicly sur-
faced in September that
Troutman erased the files
over a ¢oncern that per-
sonal information on the
computer might be ac-
cessed after he returned

the laptop. Coliins said his
client had copied files from
the computer onto a disk
and offered the disk then
to lawyers for Clemson.
But the school was not

. satisfied and filed a coun-

terclaim against Trout-
man over the issue, alleg-
ing in a motion Troutman
had violated a federal com-
puter fraud and abuse law
by deleting the files with-

out permission. Clemson’s

lawyers later filed a re-
guest that Troutman and
his lawyers be sanctioned
over what had happened,
alleging that a lawyer for
Troutman had viewed con-
fidential files on the laptop
and had repeatedly re-
fused 'to turn over docu-
ment copies made from
the laptop files.

Perry attempted to ref-
eree a resolution to the is-
sue in November, when
arguing between the two
sides caused him to pound
his desk and declare he
was going to resolve the
matter.

Troutman has turned
over files on a disk to
Clemson and his lawyers
have written that they also
have destroyed copies of
some files, according to
court documents. Collins
has refused to turn over
every file or copy that
(_Zlemson says it is owed,

the school’s lawyers al-
lege. Clemson especially
wants certain documents
its lawyers have identified
as attorney-client privi-
leged, according to court
records.

After a series of letters
between both sides, Clem-
son asked Perry in a mo-
tion to lift the stay to deal
with the issue.

“Plaintiff now refuses to

surrender the documents,

has continued to use and
publish Clemson Universi-
ty’s privileged documents,
and has stated his inten-
tion to continue doing so
without limitation in viola-
tion of state and federal
law and this court’s in-
structions,” Clemsen’s
lawyers argued in a mo-
tion.

Collins, in his reply to
Clemson’s motion, said his
client opposed lifting the
stay unless it was lifted for
hoth sides and also op-
posed any sanction for him
and his partner in the case.

“Defendants simply
want this court to sanction
a whistleblower for not
leaving his whistle back at
the office,” Collins wrote,
according to court re-
cords,

Collins argued in his mo-
tion that Troutman has of-
fered from the beginning
to give the university a

copy of everything he had.
Collins said in court docu-
ments Troutman fears
that if he gives Clemson
everything he has, the
school will refuse to give
any back. Collins said the
files are necessary to
prove his case that he lost
his job because of retalia-
tion.

According to Trout-
man’s court filings, he
packed up 14 bankers
boxes worth of office ma-
terials and documents in
front of Clayton Steadman,
Clemson’s general coun-
sel, when he cleared out
his “office. Steadman did
not go through the docu-
ments then and did not
raise the issue of what he
could take with him, Col-
lins argued in court filings.

Troutman’s lawsuit al-
leges he lost his job, in
part, after he spoke out
about “excessive” salary
increases given {o some
university administrators.
Troutman also alleges in
his suit that increases in
tuition and fees at Clem-
son weren't justified by
cuts in state appropria-
tions, and that trustees
“hoarded” cash from tui-
tion increases to build an
unrestricted $80 million
fund.

The trustees and school
officials have denied any
wrongdoing,




